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o™ GENEROUS LIFE :

Inspiring open handed giving in a tight fisted world




Day Twenty-Nine – The Giver and the Front-Line Worker are Equal Partners in God’s Work


1 Samuel 30:24, a rather obscure verse, but there was a battle that went on and some people stayed with the supplies and some people were on the front lines. There was a great victory and they were sharing the plunder, and the people said, “Hey! We were the ones on the front lines; we’re not going to share with the people that stayed back with the luggage, supplies, and food. It all needs to come to us, we’re the front-line warriors so it should come to us.” David made a decree:
“The share of the man who stayed with the supplies is to be the same as him who went down to the battle, all will share alike.”

We’ve recently had an opportunity to give to something I never even knew existed, an Injil New Testament that is in Arabic. Every Injil New Testament that was purchased with the money that you’ve given, where is that going to go? It’s not going into the hands of your neighbor; it’s going to go into the hands of a Muslim that understands Arabic. Think about that. From you, that gift goes into producing that Injil New Testament can only go into the hands of a Muslim, because they’re the only ones that can read it. You may never know who that front-line worker was; you may be disconnected from the victory, but not in heaven. In heaven it’s all recorded, the fact that you gave here and then in the Crescent Project they made those Injil New Testaments and somebody passed them on to a Muslim, and some of those Muslims received Christ. It’s all recorded, it’s all the same, and we all share equally in that. One day I was talking to a gal in her 80s, her name was Ressa Seibert. I was asking Ressa about her life, she lived in Albuquerque, New Mexico, at the time I was talking to her. I said, “How has the Lord used you in your life?” I’ll never forget her answer, she said, “The Lord never really did use me.” I said, “What do you mean?” She said, “I was just a mother, a grandmother, and a wife, and I kind of helped out a little bit at church, but the Lord has never really used me.” I had to kind of help her back up about 50 years, because 40-50 years earlier a fellow named Truman Robertson, who was a Baptist pastor, was originally the founder of Honey Rock Camp, then he was a pastor, then he wanted to start another camp, so he talked to Al and Ressa Seibert. Ressa worked in a factory and Al was an electrician, the year was 1955. Truman shared with them that he wanted to buy this 80 acres of property outside of Rhineland, Wisconsin. He shared this vision with them, so they went into their savings and took out all their savings, $5,000. Now in 1955, $5,000 would buy a house. An electrician and a factory worker went into their savings and took out $5,000 and gave it to Truman Robertson to buy 80 acres of land to start what ultimately became Fort Wilderness Ministries. For the next 40 years they sent money to Fort Wilderness every month. What I said to Ressa that day is, “In the economy of God, you are the co-founder of Fort Wilderness. You and Al and Truman are the co-founders.” She said, “No, Truman founded Fort Wilderness, he was the director of the camp.” I said, “No, not in God’s perspective, because he could not have done what he did without you. Without you sending the supplies it would not have been possible. Ressa, thousands of people have come to faith in Christ, have gotten their lives straight with Christ in that place, and when you die and you’re in heaven I believe there will be a line a mile long of people waiting to meet Al and Ressa Seibert, co-founders of Fort Wilderness. She said, “Do you really believe that?” I said, “You bet I believe it.” That’s what the Bible teaches; those who send the supplies will share equally with those in the front lines. I went to the Urbana Missionary Conference, 1976, 17,000-18,000 young people standing up dedicating themselves to God for Christian service, going anywhere, anytime, any place to tell others about Christ. Only 10% of them ever went on to the mission field, but 90% had to be senders to get them there, and the Bible says we share equally. Realize that your giving isn’t just to meet a need, but it is part of a divine plan of God and ultimately we all share equally with what happens. That’s what 3 John 1:5 talks about, that we work together with others for the truth. In Philippians, Paul says, “I’m not looking for a gift; I’m looking for what may be credited to your account.”
Day Thirty – Your Giving Will be a Great Help and Encouragement to Others

Whatever giving you do, it might be $5 or $10, giving someone some clothing or giving someone something they need, whatever giving you do with a spirit of generosity toward God and others will be a great encouragement. 
2 Corinthians 9:12:

“This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God’s people, but it is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God because of the service by which you have proved yourselves.”

In other words, are you Christian? Prove it by your generosity; prove it by your giving, that’s what the Bible teaches.

“Men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and everyone else.”

If you want to bring praise to God in this world then share generously, that’s just a flat-out reality. A few years ago I took Josh to Eastern Europe when he turned 13, we went to four countries and ten cities in Eastern Europe, and when we were in Belgrade in former Yugoslavia -- now it’s Belgrade, Serbia -- he wanted to get a pair of tennis shoes. I went to the ATM machine. It’s all Monopoly money to me over there, but I thought we had to get out $30,000 of whatever the Serbian money was, so I hit the ATM machine and got out the money. I thought I was getting out $50, money that was going to be used for tennis shoes. Then we go to the store and we’re buying the tennis shoes, and I have all this money in my hand and the guy says, “Oh, I just need a little bit.” I ask, “What do I have in my hand, then? If you only need a little bit for these tennis shoes, what is this?” He says, “You have about $500 US.” Now we’re going to be there for a couple days, and getting money out of an ATM machine in Serbia is about like getting toothpaste out of a tube, once you get it out you are not getting it back in. So I’m like, “I have $500!” Where we were at in Serbia the unemployment is 80%. As we began to go out in the villages and meet Christians and talk to people in the next few days, some of them were so impoverished. One church never took an offering because they were convinced that nobody had anything. I challenged them on that, God is always providing for people; don’t ever short-circuit the reality of God’s provisions in their life. Here’s what Josh and I did, as we went around in these different villages, homes, and apartments, we hid money. We put money under a cup, in the refrigerator, off to the side somewhere because these are people that are praying for God’s provisions. I never got to be there when they found it, but I know this: when they found it they had no idea who gave it. What could they do but praise God? The finding of those dollars by those families that were dealing with massive unemployment and low income, I just know in the sovereignty of God that as they prayed they were like, “What’s this?” Suddenly there’s $50, which would be a month’s wages. How would you like to find a month’s wages under a cup one day, or in the corner of the fridge or something else? We’ve helped different families over the years and sometimes we put money in their fridges and, “Here’s some cold cash.” Then leave it with a verse. The giving had to result in praising God because the people didn’t know who to thank. I was there with a variety of other people so some of them probably didn’t find it until a few days later, but the whole goal there was, “Let’s have some fun giving to some of God’s people.” Proverbs 19:4:
“Wealth brings many friends; everyone is a friend of a man who gives gifts.”

I was doing a little research this morning. I told you that if you make more than $1,500 a year then you’re in the top 25% of the world’s population for wealth. If I asked how many make over $50,000 a year, quite a few of you do. Here’s the thing, you’re in the top 1% of the world’s wealthiest people if you make $50,000 per year. You didn’t know you were so rich, did you? Somebody said, “I don’t make $50,000.” Okay, let’s say you make $25,000; you’re in the top 10%. If you make $12,500, minimum wage or thereabouts, you’re in the top 13% of the world’s population, the wealthiest people in the world. God desires us to learn to share if we have these resources entrusted to us. Matthew 5:14:

“You are the light of the world, let your light shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”

Last year as a church family we were praying, we wanted to reach beyond generations and walls. We kept praying, “God, give us an opportunity to move beyond the walls of this church and somehow touch the lives of people of a different generation.” We got word that the middle school in town had a $4 million construction project and things were running behind, so instead of getting the school back weeks before school opened they were going to get it back three days before. They put in new HVAC in the whole school, so all of the ceiling panels had been taken down and the dust of 40 years in that school had descended onto the classrooms. They were going to get the school back three days before school started, but the entire school was covered with dust. Our church intercepted and on the Saturday before the school opened we sent 250 people from our church with buckets, mops, brooms, brushes, and rags and we cleaned 40 classrooms, 1,000 desks, hundreds of shelves, 15 offices, the band room, and everything in the entire school and the school was able to open. There was an English teacher that’s not a Christian and she talked to me about it, and she said, “I’ve never liked Christians very much, but this is the coolest thing I’ve ever heard or seen done.” The principal was in there and said, “In 30 years of leading this school, no church has ever come alongside our school and helped us.” You are the light of the world, let your light shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. The newspapers and the television cameras came, so in our city the news of that work took place. It was a generous act, and guess what it cost us? One morning, 8:30-12:00, and for the first time in the 113 years of our church history, we stepped out into the community to bring glory to God by helping someone. Your giving, your generosity, and your time is a blessing to others.
Day Thirty-One – Your Pursuit of God and a Generous Life Will Give You a Fuller and Richer Life

You can have a fuller and richer life. I’m not talking about the trinkets of wealth; I’m talking about an abundant life. John 10:10, Jesus says:

“I have come that they may have life and have it to the full.”

I was thinking about it this morning as I was going over my notes, and I thought, “In my adult life, I have made $100 a month and I have made $50,000 a month.” My happiness hasn’t been any different in either place. In my life I’ve lived in a 12’x48’ mobile home and I’ve lived in a six-bedroom home. My happiness, my joy, hasn’t been any different. In America we somehow think that money will increase our happiness. Happiness is when your happenings happen to happen the way you want them to happen, but joy is from the Lord. When you become a generous person, when you realize that Jesus has come to give you abundant life, it has nothing to do with your checkbook or the kind of house you live in – how big or how small, how new or how old – it does not matter how old your car is. When Jesus comes, you have abundant life. It’s inside; it’s not an external thing. Jesus comes that we might have life and have it more abundantly. A fellow from Grand Rapids visited my on Tuesday and he was saying that when he was 31 and his wife was 28 they decided that they wanted to become debt-free. They got married and had accumulated some debt, and they said, “This is a dumb way to live.” And within seven years they paid off all their indebtedness and even paid off their home, just by being intentional. They had three kids, and they decided, “Let’s adopt a couple.” So they adopted a couple, but they were living in this little bungalow. It was paid for, but they thought, “We’re going to need a bigger house.” So they’re debt-free and they’re living a joyful life with these kids, and they start praying, “God, we need a bigger house.” And there’s a house on the market that’s 4,000 square feet, totally furnished, it was somebody that had passed away and the adult children lived out of town, so they made a stupid offer -- an offer that was like half the value of the house. The offer included, “Everything stays.” The entire house six-bedroom house 100% furnished, but they want the house and everything in it. They said, “Okay.” Mike said, “When we moved in we gave away a bunch of our stuff, so that night after we moved in we slept on a bed that was not our own the day before. Living debt-free and a generous life is an amazing journey.” Your pursuit of God and a generous life will give you a fuller and richer life.
Day Thirty-Two – Realize That God Will Bring Specific People into Your Life that You Can Truly Help

James 2:15:

“Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food, if one of you says, ‘Go, I wish you well, keep warm and well-fed,’ but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?”

One time I met a fellow a few years ago from Montgomery, Alabama, and he said, “I want to tell you something. If you’re ever in Montgomery and you don’t have anywhere to sleep, nowhere to go, no friends, no food, and no transportation you call me, and I’ll pray for you.” It isn’t quite what God had in mind, but the Lord will bring people into your life and say, “Help them.” One of my recent experiences with God in this area, in Proverbs 14:31:

“Whoever is kind to the needy honors God.”

We have a family in our church, it’s kind of a sad story, this fellow was a youth pastor in the Midwest and he got physically involved with a teenage girl and today he’s in prison for that relationship. He had a wife and six children, ages 1-9, so they’re without a dad and without an income, so that family moved back to Colorado Springs. Our church is what’s called a recovery church, so we’ve come alongside this family whose dad is in prison, the wife didn’t do anything wrong and the kids are innocent victims of the dad’s poor choices. We’ve come alongside that family and we’ve helped find them a home and do all kinds of things in their life to help them weather this storm. One day we sat down with her and somebody had given her a Suburban, it was actually a fairly nice Suburban, but with gas prices…we were looking at her budget and said, “You don’t have an income, you can’t really afford this Suburban.” She was taking her kids back and forth to school and doing different things, and it just wasn’t working. She said, “What am I going to do? This is a free car and I need to have it.” I tucked that into the back of my mind and wasn’t thinking about it very much, but then about a week or two later I was having a devotions and the Lord just prompted me, “Give her your car.” Give her my car. I had a late-model station wagon, it was a great station wagon and I loved it, but there was a prompting, “Give this family your car.” Open your hands. Was this the pizza last night, or was this God speaking? I said to my wife, “Honey, I think the Lord wants me to give my car to this family, and I’ll just kind of swap them for whatever they have.” My wife says, “Cool, as long as it’s not my car you’re giving away.” “I’m uncertain, let’s pray.” At the time I wasn’t even totally aware of what she had, I just felt this prompting. We prayed, “Lord, if you want us to give away our car then we’ll give away our car. It’s your car, I’m the temporary possessor but it’s yours.” We prayed and about 5-10 minutes later the phone rings and I get a call from a guy in Northern Wisconsin named Steve who is on missionary staff at Fort Wilderness. I’ve known Steve for 30 years, I would see him every 4-5 years, but I’ve never talked to him on the phone in my life. We were not friends, just acquaintances through the camp and he’s on the camp staff. He calls me and says, “You’re smart with financial stuff, I need your advice. I need to get a 4-wheel-drive truck, someone is trying to sell it to me and they’re trying to tell me to trust God for the payments. I don’t have any money, what do you think of that?” I talked to him a little while and said, “Steve, that’s violating surety, you’re trying to take on an obligation without a sure way to pay it. You know you don’t have money within your budget to even take on an obligation, so you really don’t want to do that.” He says, “What can I do? I need a truck.” I said, “We can pray. What are you looking for?” He said, “I’d like a 4WD truck with an enclosed cab.” I said, “Fine, let’s pray. God, Steve needs a truck.” We went through his list of things it needed to have. “Keep me posted.” And he hung up the phone. I didn’t think much about it, so I called this gal and said, “The Lord prompted me to give you my car if you want it, I’ll just take whatever you have and I’ll figure out what to do with it, I don’t know that I want it.” So she talks to her husband in prison and talks to a few other counselors and said, “Yeah, that’s a good deal.” So I take my car over and give it to her with the title, and she gives me her car. I’m driving it home and thinking, “I don’t want a Suburban, what am I going to do with a Suburban?” Right about that time I get this impression, “Give it to Steve.” I’m in Colorado and Steve is in Wisconsin, how am I going to give it to Steve? “Lord, give it to whoever you want, I don’t care.” That weekend I’m supposed to fly to Milwaukee to preach at my home church on generosity, but as I’m driving home the news comes on and says, “There’s a big snowstorm coming in, the Denver airport is expected to close by 5:00 tomorrow morning, all flights are going to be cancelled. Anyone trying to go anywhere tomorrow will have to make other arrangements.” I’m thinking, “That’s the flight I’m supposed to be on.” I’m driving this big Suburban home and I think, “Hey, this is my ride to Wisconsin!” I go home to Sandi and say, “Honey, guess what? We’re going to Wisconsin.” “When?” “In about two hours. Pack the bags, get the kids in the car, we’re going to outrun this storm.” Sure enough, we loaded it up and were driving it to Wisconsin and I called Steve along the way, “I have a Suburban and I’m going to give it to you.” He was excited about that, but he thought it was a crummy Suburban, so I said, “No, this is a really nice vehicle, maybe I should keep this.” And he says, “No, that’s my car!” We drive it there and when we get to Milwaukee I say, “I’ve got to get back to Colorado.” Some of our best friends in life are in a terrible financial position and are having all kinds of financial problems. The only thing they have is a car that they have been trying to sell for four months. I said to my friend, “What do you want for your car?” I hadn’t even seen this car; I just knew it was a Chrysler. He tells me and I said, “I’ll just buy it.” We buy the car and we drive it home. Here’s the thing: in 48 hours from God prompting me to open my hands, four families were blessed. The family with six children and a single mom and the dad in prison were blessed. Steve and his wife were blessed because they got a Suburban in answer to prayer. The couple that was desperately trying to sell their car and generate some cash was blessed. We drove home a car that we enjoy, we were blessed. How did that happen? One thing you’ll say, “It wasn’t because of tithing.” There is systematic giving and there’s spontaneous giving, we’re to do both. Sometimes God will speak to our hearts something bigger than our minds can conceive, and when God told me to give my car that morning it didn’t make any sense to me. It wasn’t an issue of making sense, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him and He will direct your paths.” Sometimes God just says, “Open your hands. Give that item, release that item. I’m doing something, I’m moving, I’m working, and I’m just going to allow you to be a part of that miracle.” Realize that God will bring specific people into your life that you can truly help. That’s an unusual story, I understand that, but sometimes it’s been $20 into someone’s hand, or I’ve bought someone gas. I was on the streets of Chicago one time and people have come up to me begging for food and stuff, I say, “I won’t give you any money, but if you follow me I’ll take you into this restaurant here. I’ll let you order your meal and I’ll pay for the whole thing.” As we’re in line together I’ve told them, “Do you know the reason I’m doing this?” “No.” “Because Christ loves you. I don’t know what has happened in your past, I don’t know what has gotten you to this place, but the reason I’m doing this for you is because the Lord Jesus Christ loves you just like he loves me, so I want to help you.” I’ve had people say, “Just give me the money, I don’t want the food.” I say, “No, you’re going to drink it. You’re on a liquid diet and I don’t want to support your liquid diet.” Sometimes God has just prompted me, “Take them in a restaurant and buy them a meal.” Whether it’s a car, a meal, or $20 it doesn’t matter, open your hand. Let the Spirit of God prompt you, He will bring people across your path that you can truly help.
Day Thirty-Three – Any Wealth Gained by the Wrong Means Has Serious Consequences

I never do my taxes. What I do is put all the numbers together and give them to an accountant and say, “You do my taxes.” Because I only want to do what is right, I don’t want to cheat on my taxes. A lot of people cheat in a lot of things. When I do my expense accounts, every receipt is there. We live in a world where people just pilfer, take, steal, and rob all over the place. The Bible says this has huge consequences. Do not do anything that will put you in a place that you’re not pleasing the Lord and you’re not doing what’s right. Job 20:17:

“The wicked man shall not enjoy the good he stole, his labor shall not be rewarded, and wealth shall give him no joy.”

Proverbs 11:1-5:

“The evil man is destroyed by his honesty.”

Job 27:19:

“The wicked man goes to bed rich but wakes up to find that his wealth is gone. Terror overwhelms him and he is blown away in the storms of the night.”

Proverbs 13:11:
“Dishonest money dwindles away.”

How much better is it to be honestly poor than questionably rich? That’s a good question. I’ve told you I was a liar, a thief, I used to take from my brother, sister, parents, and employer. One of the things I’ve learned to do is make restitution in life, after I became a Christian I went back to those places and said, “While I was here, I stole from you and I’m making restitution.” Restitution is giving back in full what you’ve taken plus more on top of it, because it’s the only thing that will break that spirit of thievery in your life. When you’re thieving, you’re saying, “I’m going to get this for nothing.” When you do restitution you pay for it in full plus more on top of it, and you think, “I don’t ever want to do that again.” The Bible has answers; if anyone has gotten themselves caught in that kind of situation there are steps that can be taken. There’s a three-legged stool under every person, but in particular men; it’s issues of money, sex, and power. If the enemy of your soul is going to take you out, he just has to take that one leg. He has to kick out one leg where you abuse money issues, sexual purity issues, or power, control, or authority issues. It’s like a farm stool, if you get knocked off on one leg you’re going down. If you look in the newspapers, look at the people that are going down because of those issues. You have to have safeguards in your life, gentlemen in particular, to make sure the enemy doesn’t take you out that way. The safeguards that I’m aware of in my life, on the power issue I’m in the Word every single day of my life, it’s been over 10,000 days in a row, every morning and every night. It’s not about me, it’s about Him. It’s not about that I’m so busy and so important that I have to do stuff, no; it’s about me submitting myself to the lordship of Christ every day. I surrender my power to his power. The whole area of money, I do everything I can to make sure I’m safeguarded. I have other people handle money; I have other people report taxes because I don’t want to be tripped up on money issues. The third thing is sexuality. I was writing a paper to be ordained in my denomination, and they said, “How do you safeguard yourself against physical sexual temptations?” I had 17 things I was doing to safeguard myself. I wasn’t conscious about all 17, but I began to write them down and they were all there. In my office there’s a door and if there’s a woman in there that door is cracked open. My office has glass windows, anybody can see at any time. Nobody can make an appointment with me without it going through the secretary so that every person I see is recorded in a book and somebody else is in the building. If I’m 15-20 minutes different from where people think I’m going to be, I will call my wife or the secretary and say, “Here’s what’s going on, I’ve had a change in plans.” I don’t have days on end where nobody knew where I was. I was involved with an executive vice president of a ministry who went for days without any accountability to anybody. He was involved in sexual immorality, drunkenness, and all kinds of things but he had no accountability. I had this whole list of things that I put in my life, why? Because the enemy wants to take us out. Money, sex, and power; you better have some things that shore up those three aspects of your life. Don’t go there; don’t go down that road of pretending to play games with money and getting it in the wrong way, because the Bible says there are serious consequences. Your life, your family, your career, and your reputation can all be destroyed in a very short time in those areas.
Day Thirty-Four – Realize God Can Use Anyone and Any Resources to Provide for His Work

I’ve told you some of the garage sale and thrift shop verses and a lot of them are here. The idea is that God can use any person to provide when you have a particular need. Some people say that they’ll only take from Christians. When we look at Nehemiah and Ezra in the Bible, they got resources from heathen kings. God can use anyone to provide for what He wants to do. When I was at Fort Wilderness one winter I heated with wood. We had oak wood; we cut it, stacked it, and had it on the side of our house. We were coming up to winter and the insurance company called and said, “We’re not going to allow you to heat with wood anymore.” Sandi and I had all this wood, the best wood I ever had. It had been sitting there for a year, it was dry, it was great, and it was worth probably $1,000-$1,200. We’re praying, “God, we have this wood. What do we do with this wood?” There was a guy on our staff, great guy, I loved him, but this guy didn’t plan anything in his life. He never planned ahead, he lived in the moment, he was always broke, when I used to travel with him I’d say, “Do you have some money for the trip?” and he’d say, “I gave my last $20 to my wife.” “We’re going away for a week together.” “Yeah, I know, the Lord will provide.” Yeah, me! He’d travel broke and then I’d pay, that’s how that worked. He heated with wood, but he never prepared or planned ahead. It’s November and the snow is already deep on the ground in Northern Wisconsin, and he’s out there picking up wood chips trying to heat his house for his wife and three young children. Sandi and I pray about it, and we decide we’re going to give all our wood to him. He was very excited, so he goes over to the camp and gets the camp dump truck, he’s up there whistling and happy and throwing all this great firewood into the truck to take it to his house. He says, “Hey Brian, what’s that verse you always quote? The wealth of the sinner stored up for the righteous?” I said, “Ron, I’m a forgiven sinner and you’re a poor-planning righteous man.” Yes, God uses sinners and He uses forgiven sinners. When that bank sold our church the racquetball club, the $2.2 million building for $500,000 cash, God used them. When we were renovating that building, I called the company that made HVAC units and I said, “We’re a church plant and we have this new building and we need six HVAC units.” They were like $10,000 apiece. I said, “Is there any chance you’d help us?” This corporation said, “Sure.” And they sent us $60,000 of HVAC units at zero cost. God can use anyone for the things that He is trying to accomplish. I pray by God’s grace that I’ve been inspiring you to live open-handed, but it goes two ways. It’s learning to live open-handed unto the Lord and unto the people He shows you to help, but when you live like this He also puts resources in, you also experience His provisions. I don’t believe we give to get, I believe we give because we’ve received. We’re always only to give from what we have. As we do that, the Lord puts resources that we might give again. We give, to get, to give again. May you find your life more exciting as you learn that truth in the future.
Day Thirty-Five – Your Giving in This Life Will Have an Impact on Your Experiences in Eternity

When you look at Matthew 6:19-21, Jesus says:
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven where moth and rust do not destroy and where thieves do not break in and steal, for where your treasure is there your heart will be also.”

The Bible teaches us that where we put our money is where our treasure will be. That’s one of the quotes I had this week, Billy Graham said, “A checkbook is a theological document, it will tell who and what you worship.” I’ve looked at a lot of check registers and credit card statements over the years of people that have come into my office and just by looking at them I can tell their priorities in life. Jesus tells us, “Make sure that you’re putting your treasure in heaven, because your heart will follow.” Then He gives us some really good insights, “Don’t store up for yourselves treasures on earth where moth destroy.” In other words, He’s giving you a caution about putting a lot of money toward certain things. What does moth destroy? Clothing, fine furniture, and draperies and so forth. Yes, we need to wear clothing and all of those things, but Jesus says to be careful, put a control factor on your life so you’re not just spending all your money on things that moth destroys. Also, He says to be careful about putting your money into things that rust destroys. We buy our cars shiny and new and in several years they’re in a trash heap somewhere and they rust away. He also says to be careful about putting too much money into the things that thieves break in and steal. How many people have been robbed? They’re going for the goodies; the jewelry, electronics, and things they can easily get hold of, get out the door, and then sell on eBay. The Bible says to be careful, don’t let your dollars flow only to those things that moth and rust destroy and thieves break in and steal, but make sure that you’re putting your treasure in heaven and that you’re focusing resources toward heaven’s goals.
